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LICENSING AND OTHER AUTHORISATIONS AMENDMENT BILL 2016 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr W.R. Marmion (Minister for Finance), and read a first time. 
Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Finance) [12.04 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
The primary purpose of the Licensing and Other Authorisations Amendment Bill 2016 is to make several 
legislative amendments to reduce red tape and unnecessary administrative burdens on Western Australian 
businesses and the broader community. In total, the bill amends four acts across four portfolios—energy; racing, 
gaming and liquor; police; and transport. 
This bill, together with the Statutes (Repeals) Bill 2016, continues the government’s ongoing commitment to 
help ensure that legislation only remains in force for as long as necessary, and that any legislation in force 
operates effectively and efficiently. These bills complement other government actions to reduce red tape, and 
improve regulatory outcomes as part of the government’s reinvigorated regulatory reform plan. 
I will now discuss the red tape reduction amendments proposed by this bill. Firstly, the bill amends the 
Electricity Industry Act 2004 by removing the requirement for electricity generators to be licensed by the 
Economic Regulation Authority. There are sufficient regulatory and contractual arrangements in place to manage 
the operation of generating electricity without the need for additional licensing which adds unnecessary compliance 
and administrative costs to our electricity sector. Existing regulatory safeguards include EnergySafety and 
Department of Environment Regulation requirements, and network connection agreements that ensure compliance 
with technical rules. These will ensure the secure and reliable operation of the power system. 
Secondly, the bill amends the Gaming and Wagering Commission Act 1987 to remove the prohibition against 
interstate minor lotteries. The change will ensure that interstate minor lotteries authorised in any Australian 
jurisdiction will be recognised in Western Australia. This helps to achieve a nationally consistent approach, and 
enables national charitable organisations to broaden their fundraising capacity by conducting raffles Australia-wide. 
Thirdly, persons applying for a security licence in Western Australia will no longer be required to submit 
specific character references. Currently, under the Security and Related Activities (Control) Act 1996, applicants 
are required to submit two character references from people who have known the applicant for five years prior to 
the application. The removal of this onerous requirement will streamline the process for obtaining a security 
licence in Western Australia. To ensure the integrity of the security industry, WA Police will instead utilise 
existing security databases, such as those managed by the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission, to 
determine the character and criminal history of security licence applicants. 

Finally, the bill amends the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 to remove the requirement for commercial goods 
vehicles to be licensed. In recent times, the need for such licences has been confined to iron ore transport vehicles 
operating in the midwest region. However, the recent establishment of new rail infrastructure has encouraged rail 
use for iron ore transfer to ports. As a result, demand for commercial goods vehicle licences for the road transport 
of iron ore has significantly reduced. The movement of such heavy vehicles is being appropriately managed 
through the existing Main Roads vehicle access regime. The amendment in this bill will reduce the burden currently 
faced by government in administering the regime and by those businesses still having to comply. Further 
information on the amendments is contained in the associated explanatory memorandum. 

I commend the bill to the house. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 
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